2026 Youth Conservation Camp

Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District Guidelines

PURPOSE
To provide high school students interested in natural resources and conservation an opportunity to attend a fun and exciting week-long
educational a camp at Virginia Tech

To give financial support to students showing a strong desire to attend Youth Conservation Camp

CRITERIA
The Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District will sponsor up to two students to attend 2026 Youth Conservation Camp.

Individual applicants must be students enrolled in grades 9-12 during the 2025-2026 academic school year. Twelfth-graders who
graduate in May, June, July, or August 2026 are eligible to attend. Previous campers may not attend.

Applicants must reside within the boundaries of the Shenandoah Valley Conservation District (Rockingham County, Page County, and
the City of Harrisonburg).

Applicants must demonstrate active interest in conservation.

The Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District’s Education Committee will screen all applications submitted for
eligibility in accordance with the criteria stated herein and determine those who will attend camp this year.

Applications not fulfilling the minimum criteria will not be considered.

The Virginia Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts will make the final selection for camp. Once accepted they will be
providing final registration information.

Letters of recommendation from teachers, 4-H and Scout leaders, Natural Resource Professionals, and/or other appropriate
individuals are required.

COST/DEPOSIT

*The cost per student for the 2026 Youth Conservation Camp is $550. The Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District
will pay the costs for two students to attend Youth Conservation Camp. However, due to instances of no shows in the past, the District
will require that each camper pay a refundable deposit of $275 to demonstrate serious intent. The deposit will be refunded after
camper has attended the full week of Youth Conservation Camp. The deposit is not required with the application. The District will
request the deposit when notifying the campers selected. In the case of financial hardship, the deposit can be negotiated.

TRANSPORTATION

Transportation to and from camp is the sole responsibility of the camper, unless prior arrangements are made with the District.
Campers are not encouraged to drive themselves or other campers due to safety, liability, and limited parking. If this is the only
transportation available, a waiver form will be required.

DEADLINES
April 3, 2026 Completed applications are due to the Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District by 4:30 p.m.
The District office is located at 1934 Deyerle Avenue, Suite B; Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801.

April 4 — May 3, 2026 The District will review and prioritize applications received by the deadline.

May 4, 2026 The District will forward selected applications to the Virginia Association of Conservation Districts
(VASWCD).
Mid to late May Selected Youth Conservation Campers will be announced.

The District will notify selected campers via letter and request the deposit.

EXPECTATIONS FOLLOWING CAMP ATTENDANCE

Sponsored campers are asked to attend a Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District Board meeting to provide a brief
overview of their experiences at Youth Conservation Camp. The overview should include an introduction, reference to the school the
camper attends, and favorite experiences from camp. The District Board typically meets the first Thursday of every month at 9:30 a.m.
Campers are asked to attend the August Board meeting on August 6, 2026. District staff will coordinate Board meeting participation
with campers.

For more information on Youth Conservation Camp, visit the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts website
(http://www.vaswed.org/conservation-camp).



