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We work with the people who work the land.
Shenandoah Valley SWCD
1934 Deyerle Ave, Suite B
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

For more information: (540) 534-3105 or 1-(800) 528-3276

www.svswcd.org
To be removed from this mailing list, call the District office.

Lots of Opportunities for Conservation!
Get cost share or tax credit and help clean up the Chesapeake Bay!

« Animal Waste Storage .
+ Stream Exclusion & Watering Systems
- Loafing Lot Management Systems .

+ Tree Plantings

» Cropland Conversion to Hay or Pasture
« Sinkhole Protection

» Manure Injection

Continuing Conservation Initiative
on Existing Stream Exclusion
Continuing Conservation Initiative
on Existing Animal Waste Storage
Sidedress of Nitrogen on Corn and
Sorghum

Winter Cover Crops

Stay Informed

Sign up and select your program reminders:

Or visit

tinyurl.com/SVSWCDinfo



Did you know the Shenandoah Valley SWCD has
geotextile fabric and soil probes for sale?

Non-woven geotextile fabric is suitable for use on
conservation projects including but not limited to:
water trough installation, heavy use areas, walkways

and crossings.
. Contact the District to confirm staff are available to

cut the amount of fabric you are requesting.
. Fabricis 15 ft wide
Price: Contact the District for the current price per linear foot.

Soil probes are a useful tool to have if you need to
collect your own soil samples for your operation.
These soil probes can be used to collect soil samples
to update your Nutrient Management Plan or collect
your own Pre-sidedress Nitrate Testing (PSNT)
samples.

The District has powder coated 40” one-piece step
soil probes for sale.

Price: $110.00, plus tax

To purchase geotextile fabric or a soil probe contact the District office
at (540) 534-3105
Payment is preferred at time of pick up {cash, check or credit card is accepted)
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The Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District offers financial and technical assistance as well as state tax credit for
a variety of best management practices (BMPs) through the Virginia Agricultural Cost Share Program (VACS). Below are a few
of the common practices installed in our area. For information contact the Conservation District.

Stream Fencing & Alternative Watering Systems
Fencing livestock out of streams improves water quality by minimizing
streambank erosion and direct deposition of livestock waste.
Providing centralized water and utilizing cross fence allows producers
to maximize grazing of available forages through rotatlonal grazing.

Eligible Components

e Exclusion and cross fence g7
» Watering trough(s) and pipeline "}
¢ Well and pump components i
e Stream crossing(s)

e Other components deemed ellglble

Cost Share and/or Tax i

e Cost Share: 60% - 100% of total estimated project costs based
on the setback and lifespan

Setback Lifespan Cost Share
10 ft. 10 years or 15 years 60% or 65%
25 fi. 10 years or 15 years 70% or 75%
35 fi. 10 years or 15 years BS% or 90%
50 ft. 10 years or 15 years 95% or 100%

» Buffer Payment: $80 per acre per year on projects with a 35 ft.
or a 50 ft. minimum setback

+ Tax Credit: 25% of eligible out-of-pocket expenses

Cropland Conversion to Hay or Pasture
Conversion of cropland to hay or pasture provides year-round ground

cover reducing soil erosion. Mixed stands of grasses and/or legumes
are recommended.

Eligible Components

¢ Seed and planting costs

¢ Soil test

¢ Lime and fertilizer as needed
¢ Herbicides and pesticides

Cost Share and/or Tax Credit Rate
¢ Cost Share: 75% of total estimated project costs

» Incentive Payment: $25 per acre for a S-year lifespan, $100 per
acre for a 10-year lifespan, $150 per acre for a 15-year lifespan
» Tax Credit; 25% of eligible out-cof-pocket expenses

Tree Planting on Crop or Pasture Land
Establishes trees and/or shrubs on land used for ¢rop, hay or pasture
to control erosion, provide wildlife habitat & benefit aquatic habitat.

Eligible Components
* Site preparation, trees and planting cost

Cost Shar r Tax Credit Ra
¢ Cost Share: 75% - 95% of total estimated project costs

¢ Incentive Payment: $100 - $500 per acre based on proximity to a
water feature, type of trees planted and lifespan
¢ Tax Credit: 25% of eligible out-of-pocket expenses

Winter Cover Crops
Cover crops prevent soil erosion, reduce runoff and take up excess
nitrogen that otherwise would {each into groundwater. As biomass
from crop residues accumulates, it improves soil structure and tilth.
Eligible Small Grain Species
¢ Rye, Wheat, Barley, Triticale and Mixtures
Cost Share or Tax Credit Rates
Cost Share:
¢ Harvestable Small Grain
+ $20 per acre if harvested for feed or seed/grain and residue
removed (Straw can be baled)
+ $30 per acre if harvested for seed/grain ONLY and residue
remains on the field (Straw cannot be bailed)
* Non-Harvestable Small Grain: $40-$100 per acre
¢ Non-Harvestable Small Grain with Fall Manure: $20-$65 per acre
¢ Protective Cover for Specialty Crop: $40 per acre
¢ Cover Crop for Liquid or Semi-Solid Manure: $35 per acre
e Legume Cover Crop: $45 per acre
Tax Credit: 25% of ellglble out- of-pocket expenses

Sidedress Application of Nitrogen
Pre-Sidedress Nitrate Testing Sidedressing on

fields that have received manure provides the
amount of available nitrogen and allows for a
prescriptive application of commercial nitrogen
on corn or sorghum. Fields that have not
received manure should be sidedressed based on
the current nutrient management plan.

Cost Share or Tax Credit Rates

o Cost Share: $12 per soil test AND $6 per acre
for nitrogen application if applied within
recommendation or based on NMP

o Tax Credit: 25% of eligible out-of-pocket
expenses

Manure Injection
Placing manure’s nutrients directly into o

the root zene increases nutrient recovery
leading to a reduction in commercial
fertilizer costs.

Cost Share or Tax Credit Rates

e Cost Share: $45 per acre

* Tax Credit: 25% of eligible out-of-
pocket expenses




Animal Waste Storage Facilities

Animal waste storage facilities store waste from areas where animals
are concentrated allowing waste to be spread at the proper time,
rate and location to minimize surface runoff.

Litter Storage Shed and/or Composting Facility

These facilities are designed for poultry producers who need litter
storage and/or composting facilities for manure and/or mortality
generated on their operation.

Liguid Manure Pit

These facilities are designed for
livestock producers who need liquid
storage for manure generated on
their operation.

Dry Stack Manure Storage
Facility

These facilities are designed for
livestock producers who need dry
manure storage for manure generated
on their operation.

Winter Feeding Facility
These facilities are designed for
producers who feed tivestock in a
concentrated location seasonally
as part of their operation.

foibi a Confined Livestock Loose
ﬁ ’ These facilities are designed for
: / livestock producers who feedin a
concentrated location year-round

and require 100% confinement.

e )

Eligibl n iliti
¢ Engineering services

« Excavation and construction

¢ Other components deemed eligible

Cost Shar i
+ Cost Share: 75% of total estimated project costs
» Tax Credit: 25% of eligible out-of-pocket expenses

Installing gutters where runoff comes into contact with manure, such
as in bamnyards and feeding areas, improves water quality by
reducing nutrient runoff. =

Eligible
o Gutters & Downspouts
¢ Drainlines

Cost Shar Tax i
» Cost Share: 75% of total estimated project costs
» Tax Credit: 25% of eligible out-of-pocket expenses

Loafing Lot Management System
with Loose Housing Facility

Managing areas that are exposed to heavy livestock traffic reduces
nutrient runoff. Loafing lots are created by dividing the area into
grass lots where cattle are rotated to maintain adequate vegetative
cover. A loose housing facility can be installed for use during periods
of wet weather to prevent damage to the loafing lots.

Eligibl

* Fencing
* Walkways
o Watering system

¢ Loose housing facility
s Other components deemed eligible

Cost Share and/or Tax Credit Rates
= Cost Share: 75% of total estimated project costs

e Tax Credit: 25% of eligible out-of-pocket expenses

Stream Exclusion
Continuing Conservation Initiative
G

Offers an incentive payment to maintain
stream exclusion fencing that was installed
voluntarily or that was installed through a
conservation program and is no longer in
lifespan. Fencing currently in lifespan with
any state, federal or other conservation
program is not eligible,

Cost Share Rates
e $0.50 - $1.25 per linear foot of stream bank protected

* $500 per stream crossing/controtled hardened access

¢ $250 per permanent trough

+ $1,000 per watering system

¢ $50 per acre of grass buffer with at least a 35 ft. setback

¢ $200 per acre of forested buffer with at least a 35 ft. setback

il

Animal Waste
Continuing Conservation Initiative

Offers an incentive payment to maintain animal waste storage

facilities and/or composting facilities that were voluntarily installed
or that were installed through a conservation program and are no
longer in lifespan. Facilities currently in lifespan with any state,
federal or other conservation program are not eligible.

Cost Share Rates
» Mortality Compasting Facility

¢ $250 per bin or bin equivalent
o Poultry Waste Storage Facility

¢ $5,000 per Facility

¢ $1.50 per AU (1,000 Ibs.) based on number of birds annuatly
¢ Seasonal Feeding Facility with Waste Storage

* $5,000 per Facility

e $10 per AU (1,000 ibs.) based on current herd
* Loose Housing Facility with Waste Storage

e $5,000 per Facility

* $20 - $25 per AU (1,000 Ibs.) based on current herd
¢ Other Waste Storage Facility

¢ $5,000 per Facility

e $25 per AU (1,000 Ibs.) based on use and current herd

The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Shenandoah Valley Soil
& Water Conservation District through financial and administrative
assistance provided by the Virginia Soil & Water Conservation Board
and the Department of Conservation & Recreation. An equal
opportunity provider and employer.




Shenandoah Valley

Soil & Water Conservation District ' SWCD
Cover Crop Program )\

The Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District (SVSWCD) offers a variety of
Cover Crop practices including:

o Non-Harvestable Small Grain Cover Crop
e Non-Harvestable Small Grain Cover Crop with Fall Manure Application
o Harvestable Small Grain Cover Crop
o Cover Crop for Managing Liquid or Semi-Solid Manure
¢ Protective Cover for Specialty Crops

e Legume Based Cover Crop

Each Cover Crop practice is outlined in this flyer, review each practice carefully to determine your
eligibility.

General Cover Crop Guidelines and Requirements

* Signed applications for Cover Crop are due by September 18, 2026.

¢ The Cover Crop Reporting deadline is November 20, 2026. To report your cover crop, bring
copies of all your FSA maps to the Districts office. Maps can be obtained from the FSA office
located next door to the Districts office (Suite C).

o District staff will check enrolled fields to verify 60% cover in January.

e All fields enrolled in the Cover Crop Program must be included in a current Nutrient
Management Plan that includes the fall 2026 crop season.

Contact us at (540) 534-3105 for more information or questions.

Cereal Rye 2 bu./acre
Winter Barley 2 bu./acre
What can be Dlaﬂted and Winter Hardy Oats 2 bu./acre
minimum seeding rates: Winter Wheat 2 bu./acre
*unless otherwise noted Winter Triticale 2 bu./acre
Winter Annual Ryegrass 20 Ibs./acre
Small Grain Mixtures with 1 bu./acre
a) Legume or 10 1bs./acre
b) Diakon Radish or 2 Ibs./acre
c) Canola or Rape 4 lbs./acre
Forage Radish mixture 6-8 Ibs./acre
with grass or legume 10 Ibs./acre
Canola or Rape mixture 5-7 lbs./acre
with grass or legume 10 Ibs./acre




Non-Harvestable Small Grain Cover Crop

e Must be planted by - November 10th
Base Cost Share Rate: $40.00 per acre
Early planting date - October 20th
Early Planting Bonus: $30.00 per acre
Rye Bonus: $20.00 per acre

o For pure stands of Rye invoices are required
¢ Triticale Bonus: $10.00 per acre (Pure Stands Only)

o For pure stand of Triticale invoices are required
e Late Kill Down Bonus: $10.00 per acre
o For crops killed after May 1st. “Planting green” is allowed

¢ 60% cover is required by January st
Stand must be maintained until March 14th
No nitrogen or phosphorus from any source is allowed from the time of harvest of the previous crop until
March Ist
Grazing 1s allowed as long as at least 60% cover is maintained until March 14th
A Nutrient Management Plan including the fall 2026 crop season is required on all enrolled fields
Allowable methods of kill: Spraying, Crimping, Tilling Under, Grazing
State Tax Credit in the amount of 25% of out-of-pocket expenses is available on eligible fields that are not
receiving Cost Share

Non-Harvestable Small Grain Cover Crop with Fall Manure Application
e For operations that plant non-harvestable small grain cover crop that apply manure prior to planting and
all of the following conditions are met:
o Inadequate manure storage at the source is available for the winter
o Manure is applied in accordance with a Nutrient Management Plan prepared by a Virginia certified
Nutrient Management Planner
Must be planted by - November 10th
Base Cost Share Rate: $20.00 per acre
Early planting date - October 20th
Early Planting Bonus: $25.00 per acre
Rye Bonus: $10.00 per acre
o For pure stands of Rye invoices are required
Triticale Bonus: $5.00 per acre (Pure Stands Only)
o For pure stand of Triticale invoices are required
e Late Kill Down Bonus: $10.00 per acre
o For crops killed after May 1st. “Planting green” is allowed
e 60% cover is required by January lst
Stand must be maintained until March 14th
Commercial nitrogen and phosphorus are not allowed from the time of harvest of the previous crop until
March 1st
Grazing is allowed as long at least 60% cover is maintained until March 14th
A Nutrient Management Plan including the fall 2026 crop season is required on all enrolled fields
Allowable methods of kill: Spraying, Crimping, Tilling Under, or Grazing
State Tax Credit in the amount of 25% of out-of-pocket expenses is available on eligible fields that are not
receiving Cost Share




Harvestable Small Grain Cover Crop

Must be planted by - October 20th
Cost Share Rates:
o $20.00 per acre if harvested for feed or seed/grain and straw -remaining residue may be tilled
under
o $30.00 per acre if harvested for seed/grain ONLY all remaining residue must remain on the
field - straw cannot be bailed
60% cover is required by January st
Stand must be maintained until March 14th
Manure application is not allowed from the time of harvest of the previous crop until March 1st. Except
the use of manure on up to 300 acres is permitted if all of the following conditions are met:
o Animals are raised as part of the operation
o Inadequate manure storage is available for winter
o No other vegetated acres is available to safely utilize the manure
o Manure is applied in accordance with a Nutrient Management Plan prepared by a Virginia certified
Nutrient Management Planner
Commercial nitrogen and phosphorus are not allowed from the time of harvest of the previous crop until
March 1st
Grazing is allowed as long at least 60% cover is maintained until March 14th
A Nutrient Management Plan including the fall 2026 crop season is required on all enrolled fields
State Tax Credit in the amount of 25% of out-of-pocket expenses is available on eligible fields
that are not receiving Cost Share

Cover Crop for Managing Liquid or Semi-Selid Manure What can be planted?
For operations that generate liq}lid or semi-solid manure, use of Rye 2 bu.facre
imported manure does not qualify Winter Barley > b facre
Must be planted by - October Sth - .

Planting shall occur within 2 weeks of harvest of pervious crop Winter Hardy Oats QLT
Fall soil nitrate tests are required prior to manure application. Soil IO LGS 2 bu.facre
samples should be taken at a 6 inch depth, contact the District Winter Triticale 2 bu.facre
regarding analysis Winter Annual Ryegrass | 20 Ibs./acre

o If test results are less than 30 ppm, manure application at
planting is allowed of small grain

o If test results are greater than 30 ppm, the crop must be well -
established (4-6” tall with 50% ground cover) and conditions Annual Ryegrass Mixtures shall contain 20
must be suitable for Nitrogen uptake at time of application Ibs./ac of ryegrass

Total fall Nitrogen application shall not exceed 30 Ibs per acre

Commercial P may be applied on soils having less than a medium soil test P level, Commercial N (not to

exceed 15 lb/ac.) as part of the P fertilizer is allowed

A recent manure analysis, within one year, must be provided

Cost Share Rate: $35.00 per acre

60% cover is required by January 1st

Stand must be maintained until March 14th

Grazing is allowed as long at least 60% cover is maintained until March 14th

The cover crop shall be harvested (not for grain) or killed prior to viable seed development. All remaining

cover crop residue shall be left on the surface and no tillage of the cover crop is allowed post-

harvest/burndown

A Nutrient Management Plan including the fall 2026 crop season is required on all enrolled fields

State Tax Credit in the amount of 25% of out-of-pocket expenses is available on eligible fields that are not

receiving Cost Share

Small Grain Mixtures shall contain 2 bu./ac




Protective Cover for Specialty Crops

For operations planting cover crops on specialty crops such as vegetables

Must be planted by - November 30th

60% cover is required by January st

Cover Crop must be maintained for 90 days after seeding

Cost Share Rate: $40.00 per acre

Vegetative cover must be left on the land and cannot be harvested for hay or seed
Grazing is allowed as long as you maintain at least 60% cover for the required 90 days

State Tax Credit in the amount of 25% of out-of-pocket expenses is available on eligible fields that
are not receiving Cost Share

Legume Based Cover Crop

]

¢ & & & o

Must be planted by:
o Crimson Clover or Clover mixtures - September 28th
o Austrian Winter Pea or Austrian Winter Pea mixtures or Hairy Vetch or Hairy Vetch
mixtures - October 26th

Cost Share Rate: $45.00 per acre

Vegetative cover must be left on the land to serve as a mulch for the no-till planting of the next crop
Grazing is not permitted

Removal of the legume residue by bailing or any other means is not allowed

The amount of Nitrogen application for the next crop must be reduced following a Legume Cover
Crop

Participant must report and certify reduction of Nitrogen

Contact the District for Seed Type and Rates

All seed must be inoculated

The following seeding methods are allowed: No Till Drill, Aerial Seeding, Conventionally drilled as
long as 30% of previous crop residue remains or Broadcast as long as 30% of previous crop residue
remains

A Nutrient Management Plan including the fall 2025 crop season is required on all enrolled fields

State Tax Credit in the amount of 25% of out-of-pocket expenses is available on eligible fields that
are not receiving Cost Share

General Cover Crop Guidelines and Requirements
Signed applications for Cover Crop are due by September 18, 2026.
The Cover Crop Reporting deadline is November 20, 2026. To report your cover crop, bring
copies of all your FSA maps to the Districts office. Maps can be obtained from the FSA office
located next door to the Districts office (Suite C).
District staff will check enrolled fields to verify 60% cover in January.
All fields enrolled in the Cover Crop Program must be included in_a current Nutrient

Management Plan that includes the fall 2026 crop secason.

Contact us at (540) 534-3105 for more information or questions.

The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Shenandoah Valley Soif & Water Conservanion Disirict through financial and administrative assistance

provided by the Virginia Sotl & Water Conservation Board and the Depariment of Conservation & Recreation.

An equal opportunity provider and employer.




SHEMANDOAH VALLEY

= Whole Farm Approach

o Cover Crop and Nutrient Management

What is “Whole Farm Approach (WFA)” and why should I sign up?
This practice combines cover crop practices and nutrient management practices to capture a more holistic view of farming
operations. This practice incentivizes participants to fully implement their nutrient management plan by providing core
payments for acres included in the plan.

Benefits of Whole Farm Approach:
» May allow for flexibility in what you do with your cover crop fields in the spring
+ Pays for additional nutrient management components that are not eligible in regular cost share practices
+ Incentivizes keeping your nutrient management plan updated and accurate by providing a core payment

Sign up for Whole Farm Approach must be completed by September 18, 2026.

If you are interested in signing up for Whole Farm Approach, come by the District office to complete an application or let
District Staff know you are interested in the WFA program when you come to report cover crop planting. Be prepared as
Staff will review your NMP and sign-up eligible acres. To sign up you will need FSA maps for all fields that you
operate. Whole Farm Approach can be signed up on a Tract-by-Tract basis.

Please get maps for fields that may have the following practices implemented on them: Cover Crop, Sidedress of Nitrogen
on Comn, Manure Injection, Precision Nutrient Management, Banded Nitrogen and/or Phosphorus. This should also include
maps for hayland or pastureland that receives commercial fertilizer or manure.

Whole Farm Approach - Nutrient Management (WFA-NM)
WFA-NM requires a Nutrient Management Plan (NMP) that includes the appropriate cropping season on all cropland, highly
managed hayland, and pastureland that receives commercial fertilizer or manure on the tract being signed up that are part of your
operation.

Below are WFA-NM Practice Components:

Practice Components WFA Rate R;l%:::li{(;(t)es s
WFA NM Core $6.00/acre N/A
In-Furrow/Banded N $2.50/acre N/A
In-Furrow/Banded P $2.50/acre N/A
1st Sidedress N on Corn $2.50/acre $6.00/acre
2nd Sidedress N on Corn $5.00/acre N/A
2nd Topdress on Small Grain $2.50/acre N/A
3rd Topdress on Small Grain $5.00/acre N/A
Variable Rate N $7.50/acre $8.00/acre
Variable Rate P $7.50/acre $8.00/acre
Manure Injection Fall $45.00/acre $45.00/acre
Manure Injection Spring $45.00/acre $45.00/acre
PSNJ :’;ﬂ::g:‘: :)oerg ri‘\::l;)lysis $12.00/sample $12.00/sample

e e a ="

For questions regarding the Whole Farm Approach practices contact
the Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District at (540) 534-3105



Whole Farm Approach - éover Crop (WFA-CC )

Below are the WFA-CC Practice Components:

WFA-CC is ONLY eligible if Whole Farm Approach- Nutrient Management (WFA-NM) is being implemented.
WFA-CC provides producers with a core payment but also allows the stacking of additional practice components.

; Regular Cost :
Practice Components WEFA Rate Share Rate | Flanting Date
WFA CC Core $4.00/acre N/A N/A
N°g;*,¥g;,‘;f;§3"_‘;§g‘,;‘:{,,ﬁ; = $90.00/acre $90.00/acre 10/20
%‘;;;ﬂ:;ﬁi::ﬂ:"_ %‘;‘fﬁgfu"s" $60.00/acre $60.00/acre 11/10
Pé‘;'r'l;*;f::ftaﬂftﬁ‘;}’:Ef;ﬂg’ $80.00/acre $80.00/acre 10/20
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop
Standard Plant - Triticale Bonus $50.00/acre $50.00/acre 11/10
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop
Early Plant $70.00/acre $70.00/acre 10/20
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop Standard Plant $40.00/acre $40.00/acre 11/10
Non-Harvestable g:::::l;i S:op Mixed Species $5.00/acre N/A N/A
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop Late Kill Down $10.00/acre $10.00/acre | AfterS/ ;gghe
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop with Fall Manure
Early Plant - Rye Bonus $55.00/acre $55.00/acre 10/20
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop with Fall Manure :
Standard Plant - Rye Bonus $30.00/acre $30.00/acre 11/10
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop with Fall Manure
Early Plant - Triticale Bonus $50.00/acre $50.00/acre 10/20
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop with Fall Manure .
Standard Plant - Triticale Bonus AL AL (110
Non-Harvestable %(;:tla; gl:::: with Fall Manure $45.00/acre $45.00/acre 10/20
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop with Fall Manure 1 430.00/acre $20.00/acre 11/10
Non-Harvestable Cover Crop with Fall Manure '
Mixed Species Incentive $5.00/acre N/A s
Non-HarvestabltleJ gt?%lfl;zlv)v :‘wth Fall Manure $10.00/acre $10.00/acre Aﬂsz :;’ ly gatl‘ rthe
Protective Cover for Specialty Crops $40.00/acre $40.00/acre 11/30
Clover — 9/28
Legume Based Cover Crop $45.00/acre $45.00/acre Pea or Vetch -
10/26
$20.00/acre if $20.00/acre if
harvested for harvested for
feed, seed/grain | feed, seed/grain
and straw and straw
UG ACGG (S $30.00/ acre if $30.00/ acre if 2
harvested for harvested for
seed/grain seed/grain
ONLY ONLY

For questions regarding the Whole Farm Approach practices contact
the Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District at (540) 534-3105




State Tax Credit for Best Management Practices

The Virginia Agricultural Cost Share (VACS) program offers the option to receive state tax credit for
many of the best management practices (BMPs). You are not required to accept cost share funding.

Tax Credit Information

» The tax credit is applicable to Virginia State Income Taxes and can be used as a credit against taxes owed.
o The tax credit is potentially refundable although there are some limitations regarding eligibility for
some entities to receive a refund, contact your tax advisor for more information regarding eligibility
for a refund.
e The amount of tax credit issued is 25% of the eligible expenses for installation or implementation of the
practice up to a maximum tax credit of $25,000.
e The tax credit is issued following project completion and certification by District staff.
o All receipts and invoices for the practice should be kept and turned into the District to calculate the
tax credit. Detailed notes for labor, equipment and on-hand materials used should also be kept.
o Information on how to claim the tax credit and the documentation required to claim the tax credit
will be mailed in January.

When to Sign Up

e You must sign up before installation or implementation the practice.
o There are requirements associated with each practice that must be complied with.
o The project must be approved by the District’s Board.

Important Things to Know

e Anindividual or entity may sign up for a tax credit.

e Many practices require the participant to have a current Nutrient Management Plan (NMP).

¢ Some practices will require engineering designs. Some designs are completed by District staff and some
practices require private engineers.

e Practices signed up for tax credit require the same maintenance as cost shared practices and are subject to
verification visits during the lifespan.

Eligible BMPs

® Winter Cover Crops* e Composting Facility

e Manure Injection* o Cropland Conversion to Hay or Pasture
o Sidedress Application of Nitrogen* ¢ Roof Runoff Management

e Stream Fencing & Alternative Watering Systems ¢ Tree Plantings

* Animal Waste Storage Facilities ¢ Sinkhole Protection

» Loafing Lot Management System with Loose Housing Facility

* And More

*Has an application deadline, contact the District for deadlines.

SHEHNANDDAH VALLEY

SW( :D For more information contact the Shenandoah Valiey
Soil & Water Conservation District at (540) 534-3105

SOIL & WATER
i CONSERVATIDN DISTRICT




Conservation Tillage and Precision
Agriculture Equipment Tax Credit

(Beginning in 2021, this new refundable credit replaces the Conservation Tillage Equipment
Tax Credit and the Fertilizer and Pesticide Application Equipment Tax Credit.)
What is it?
A state income tax credit equal to 25% of the cost of the equipment; the amount of the credit
cannot exceed $17,500.

You may qualify to claim this tax credit if:
« You are engaged in agricultural production for market.
« You have a soil conservation plan approved by your local Soil & Water Conservation District.
¢ You have a Nutrient Management Plan developed by a certified nutrient management planner.
« You purchase certain equipment designed to reduce soil compaction and disturbance,
OR to more precisely apply fertilizers and pesticides.

What kind of equipment qualifies?
« Equipment to reduce soil compaction and disturbance
o “No till” planters and drills, including those attached to equipment you already own;
o Guidance systems to control traffic patterns designed to reduce soil disturbance
» Precision fertilizer and pesticide application equipment
o Equipment that meets the standards set by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board
» A copy of these standards is available upon request

To apply for this credit:

Yirginia Form AEC (including required enclosures) must be sent to the Virginia Department of
Taxation at least 90 days before you file your return.

Required Enclosures:

1) A invoice/bill of sale showing the purchase date and cost of the eligible equipment.

2) A certified statement signed by the producer, as well as the individual who prepared the Nutrient
Management Plan, stating that the nutrient management plan is being implemented. You will need
to request this from your Nutrient Management Planner.

3) A letter from the local Soil & Water Conservation District certifying the producer has an approved
soil conservation plan. You will need to request this letter from your Soil & Water
Conservation District. This may take up to 30 days.

The Virginia Department of Taxation will send you a letter certifying your credit once the application
has been processed.
You must have this certification letter from the Department of Taxation to claim

the credit.

Should you have any questions regarding this information or to request the
required Conservation Plan approval letter, contact Elizabeth Dellinger at the
Shenandoah Valley SWCD office at (540) 534-3031 or
elizabeth.dellinger@svswed.org.
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- == Meet your Conservation Team!
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The Shenandoah Valley Soil & Water Conservation District (SVSWCD) o v e et s e aes
and Harrisonburg Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Field Office
working hard to assist with your conservation efforts.

Megen Dalton Elizabeth Megan Trice Shelby Foosness
District Manager (SVSWCD) Conservation Specialist/ Conservation Specialist/
Education Coordinator Dam Technician

Operations Leader/

Jack Carlton Hunter Arehart Josh Walker Bianca Brensinger
{SVSWCD) {SVSWCD) {SVSWCD) (SvswcD)
Conservation Specialist Conservation Specialist Conservation Agricuttural Administrative

Assistant

} g L * . - ad \ 1 o £ ) b, 4 s .j_.“ |.‘
Cory Guilliams  Adam McKnight  Ariel Coakley Zoe Babb Dale Gardner
{NRCS) (NRCS) (NRCS) (NRCS) (NRCS)
District Conservationist Soil Conservationist Animal Waste el cons ey anant ACES Technician

Conservation Planner

Contact us for all of your conservation needs at (540) 534-3105!
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Board Of DireCtorS We work with the people who work the land.

Kevin Craun | Charlie Newton

Jimmy Burke
Director Director Director Director
Rockingham County Page County At-large Page County
Vice Chair Chair Treasurer

Elizabeth Baldwin Kathy Holm Betty Reese Jeff Heie
Director Director Director Director
Virginia Cooperative Harrisonburg Rockingham County Harrisonburg
Extension

ik =

V ‘\’

Dan Downey Walter Heeb Lisa Perry John Hoffman Keith Thomas Matt Dale
Associate Director Associate Director Associate Director Associate Director Associate Director Associate Director




“ Manure Injection...Get paid to increase your N

I Placing manure nutrients directly into the soil root zone will increase nutrient
’ recovery leading to a reduction in commercial fertilizer costs, reduced crop
damage and application costs.

Why inject dairy slurry?
e Doubles the plant available Nitrogen from slurry compared to broadcast application
o 114 Ibs available N injected vs. 50.4 |bs available N broadcast (6Kgal application rate)
o At early 2026 Nitrogen prices, that is over to $48/ac. fertilizer cost savings! {~$0.75/1b x 64lbs)
Increases availability of P, K, Ca, Mg, S, Zn by placing nutrients in the root zone
Meets no-till criteria by maintaining soil structure
Injected manure and starter at planting minimizes crop damage
Reduction in odors
Returns effective carbon to soil, enhancing soil health
Better on-farm nutrient balance, reduce purchased inputs

Potentially eliminates the need for sidedress Nitrogen

“The Numbers” of Manure Injection
Fertilizer Values - 6,000 Gallons

$48/ac. Nitrogen savings potential " Broadcast | Injection
+$45/ac. Cost-share VACS Ibs/6Kgal | Lbs/6K gal
=593/ac. Potential value to Producer | Nitrogen | s04 | 114
Phosphorus 66 66
Potassium | 140 | 140
Calcium 100 | 100
Magnesium 375 T 375
Sulfur L 222 22.2
Zinc 1 1

Cost Share Funding or State Tax Credit Available
e 545/acre cost share reimbursement
o If cost share is not taken, a state tax credit of 25% of out-of-pocket expenses is available
e Updating your Nutrient Management Plan to reflect manure injection application is required
o Interested participants are encouraged to contact their NMP planner ASAP regarding updates
e No-till planting methods are required on all fields receiving manure injection application
e Participant must provide an invoice that indicates acreage injected, application rates and type of equipment used

« Requires sign up before injection occurs SHENANDOAH VALLEY

\ SWC

For more information or to sign-up contact us at
(540) 534-3105

SOIL & WATER
e CONSERVATION DISTRICT

We work with the people whe work the land.




Small Farm Outreach Program

Who: Virginia State University

farm ./ Website: https://vsusmallfarms.com/

educational outreach
program

What: Educates and empowers small, limited resource, financially stressed and veteran farmers
and ranchers to own, operate and sustain farms and ranches independently with agricultural
training programs that improve farm management skills and quality of life.

SFOP provides outreach and learning opportunities to small farmers for production, financial
and risk management, marketing, USDA assistance programs and more. These opportunities
are designed to improve farm profitability and promote sustainability.

: — —
Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE)

SAREJ Who: USDA
‘ Website: southern.sare.org

Sustainable Agriculture
Research & Education

What: Two-year grants for farmers, researchers, students and agricultural professionals to trial
sustainable practices on farms. Grant size ranges from $20,000-$50,000. Additional professional
development opportunities are available, such as the Farm to Table Conference.

The overall objective of SARE is to position agricultural communities so the most sustainable
approaches available permeate U.S. agriculture. The result is food, fiber and animal products are
sustainably produced in healthy communities in an environment where farmers are respected,
rewarded and encouraged to innovate.

For more information about these programs, please contact:

Marian Dalke

Small Farm Outreach Program Assistant
Virginia SARE Program Assistant
Virginia Cooperative Extension

Virginia 965 Pleasant Valley Road
Cooperative Harrisonburg, VA 22801
Extension Phone: 540-232-6010

Email: mdalke@vt.edu

Virgima Tech
Virgima State Umversity



Forestry Topic 71
The Hardwood |Initiative Cost-Share
Program provides Virginia forest

landowners with financial assistance to
conduct hardwood management practices
recommended by a forestry professional.
Carrying out the practices will improve the
forest resource for the landowner and the
Commonwealth.

Who is Eligible

Any private forest landowner may apply,
including individuals, corporations, limited
liability corporations {LLCs) and non-profit
organizations. Before applying, applicants
must meet with a forestry professional,
either from the Department of Forestry
{DOF) or a trained consulting forester,
to establish objectives, conduct a site
assessment and create a management plan
that includes recommendations for eligible
management practices,

What Qualifies

Cost share is available starting at S acres of forestland up
to a maximum of 100 acres per tract, per year, and up to
100 acres per landowner, per year. Cost-share is 90% of
the total project cost, not to exceed the per acre rate for
each practice {see table). Invasive plant control may be
cost-shared on as little as 1 acre, although the tract must
contain at least 5 acres of forest.

This cost share cannot be combined with another cost
share to complete the same practice on the same acre.
Practices must be completed by May 31 so they can
be verified and payments processed before the end of
Virginia’s fiscal year June 30.

Get Started

Interested landowners should contact DOF or a
professional consulting forester for suitable management
recommendations. If proposals include practices
eligible for incentives, assistance with the application
process can also be provided. To get started, visit DOF’s
“Find a Forester” web page.

Eligible Practices

Hardwood Initiative Cost-Share Program

Cost Assistance for Hardwood Management

April 2026

Eligible Practices and Rates

Rate
$171 per acre
$225 per acre
$225 per acre
$225 per acre

Crop Tree Release
Pre-Commercial Thinning
Midstory Management
Cull Tree Control

Other Timber Stand Improvement 5180 per acre
Prescribed Burning (incl. firelines) $80 per acre
Prescribed Burn Prep $90 per acre
invasive Plant Control $270 per acre
Stand Marking $90 per acre

For more information about services or programs

in your area, contact your local DOF office:
www.DOF.Virginia.gov

Virginia Department of Forestry

900 Natural Resources Dr., Suite 800

Charlottesville, vA 22903
Phone: {434) 977-6555 ; VDOF@DOFVirginia.gov

FT0071; 4/2026




Hardwood Initiative

Forestry Topic 61

What is the Hardwood Initiative?

Virginia’s hardwood initiative is focused on growing
and sustaining healthy hardwood forests for future
generations. Through direct support and expert guidance
from Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF) foresters,
this initiative helps landowners grow enduring hardwood
forests.

Hardwood trees, also known as deciduous trees, have
broad leaves that drop each fall. Common hardwoods
include oak, yellow-poplar and maple, and feature wood
that's generally denser and harder (hence the name,
hardwood)}.

In contrast, softwood, or coniferous trees such as pine,
hemlock and spruce, have needle-like leaves year-round,
which is why they are sometimes called “evergreen”
trees.

Hardwood forests currently make up roughly 80% of
Virginia's forestland, but they are in decline due to lack
of proper management. The hardwood initiative aims to
fix this by providing landowners the tools to manage and
improve their land.

The Hard{(wood) Facts

The majority of Virginia’s hardwood forests today are
high in oak populations. Oaks are known as “cornerstone”
species because they support more life-forms than
any other North American tree genus. Healthy oak
populations are the foundation of our thriving hardwood
forests.

For the last several decades, most hardwood forests
haven’t received management needed for new oaks
to grow (regenerate). Without statewide hardwood
management improvement, our hardwood forests will
continue to decline.

Together, we can stop and even reverse this decline
through the implementation of best practices. In
addition to improving our forests, activities that facilitate
tree regeneration are often beneficial to game and other
wildlife.

What Does the Initiative Offer?

VDOF foresters and consulting foresters work closely with
landowners to discuss ownership goals (e.g., wildlife

Improving Hardwood Forests for Future Generations

June 2023

Why Focus on Hardwoods?

Essential for many reasons, hardwood trees:

€ Provide a valuable timber resource due to the
strong and diverse forest products industry
in Virginia (e.g., furniture, flooring, cabinets,
pallets, railroad ties, barrels and fine paper.)

# Provide valuable wildlife food {fruits, nuts and
tender shoots), shelter and nesting habitat.

% Protect watersheds by filtering water, providing
clean air, and capturing and storing large
amounts of carbon.

% Exhibit outstanding scenic views, fall foliage and
outdoor recreation opportunities.

habitat, game hunting and commercial harvesting),
perform forest assessments and make management
recommendations based on the data and desired
outcomes.

When the time is right, forestry professionals and related
experts can help landowners carry out recommendations.
While cost-share assistance may be available for some
activities, all recommendations will improve the forest
for the landowner, wildlife and the Commonwealth.

For more information about services or programs

in your area, contact your local DOF office:
www.DOF.Virginia.gov

Virginia Department of Forestry

900 Natural Resources Dr., Suite 800

Charlottesville, VA 22903
Phone: {434) 977-6555 ; VDOF@ DOF Virginia.gov

FTOD61; 06/2023
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Virginia Grassland Bird Initiative
Incentives for Delayed Haying &
Sqm er Pasture Stq?kpllln 0 l‘.

~¢I
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What is the Virginia Grassland Bird Initiative?

Native grasslands have suffered more intense impact by humans than any other North
American terrestrial ecosystem, and remaining grassland birds have now adapted to using
hayfields and pasturelands as surrogate habitat. Grassland bird conservation, therefore,
falls largely on private landowners and farmers in particular. Through the launch of

the Virginia Grassland Bird Initiative (VGBI}, The Piedmont Environmental Council,
Smithsonian’s Virginia Working Landscapes, American Farmland Trust, and Quail Forever
have partnered together to address the ongoing decline of grassland bird populations in
Virginia. VGBI works with producers to implement a suite of best management practices on
working landscapes to accomplish the following goals: 1. stem the tide of grassland bird
decline, 2. improve the resiliency of working landscapes, and 3. positively impact the
livelihoods that depend upon those lands.

Incentives Program

With funding support from the Cornell Land Trust Bird Conservation Initiative, VGBI is
excited to offer monetary incentive payments to farmers willing to adopt one (or both) of
the following best management practices, which encourage an abundance and diversity of
bird species. Birds provide important ecosystem services that directly improve the resiliency
of working landscapes. Note: Price per acre will be based on a combination of fair market value
and conservation value.

L Delayed Haying ] [ Summer Pasture Stockpiling }

How it works: Delay the first spring cutting of hay on How it works: Rotate cattle off select fields by April 15
select fields until July 1 or later and withhold livestock, = and withhold livestock, tractor/UTV activity, mowing,

tractor/UTV activity, and other disturbances such as and other disturbances such as herbicide and fertilizer
herbicide and fertilizer applications during this time. applications until July 1 or later.

Benefits: Allows producers to strategically spread out Benefits: Bridges the summer dormancy gap by

labor requirements and could lead to potential for providing standing forage in late summer without the
marketing farm and products as bird friendly. Higher risk and cost of planting summer annuals. Provides
fiber, more mature hay is suitable for feeding dry cows, the opportunity to rest and prepare other fields for
horses, and retired animals, as well as for mushroom fall/winter stockpiling with the goal of reducing hay
hay and bedding. Land stays eligible for agricultural feeding days and annual feed cost.

land use tax deferral.

— —
ithsoni fledmont gy 1N
0 Smithsanian MEnvironmerlt al L _
Conservaiion Biology Institute ®_JT= 1} Council American Farmland Trust

Virginia Grassland Bird Initiative - vagrasslandbirds.org



VGBI's financial incentives program targets farmers interested in adopting delayed spring
haying and/or summer pasture stockpiling into their long-term production goals but

who might be hesistant about the financial risks involved. VGBI offsets the initial costs of
piloting these best management practices so farmers can eventually make a full transition.

Eligible Counties

Albemarle, Augusta, Clarke, Culpeper, Fauquier, Frederick, Greene, Loudoun, Madison,
Orange, Page, Prince William, Rappahannock, Rockingham, Shenandoah, Warren

Site Selection

Most grassland bird species require wide expanses of grasses for nesting, so acreage
that best mimics a large, contiguous patch of grass, distant from thick forest edges and
human development, is best suited for this incentive program. Here are some habitat
characteristics to consider when selecting fields and/or pastures:

+ Size: 20 or more acres are preferred.

- Shape: Square or rectangle fields are preferred over long, narrow fields, fields with

many twists and turns, and fields with patches of shrubs or trees throughout.

« Surroundings: Fields surrounded by other hay fields or pastures are preferred over

those bordered by forest or development.

Field Suitability

High (Green): Large (more than 10 acres), square or
rectangular shape, open grasses, connected to other
fields, few or no forested borders.

Medium (Vellow): Long and narrow or irregular
shape, some forested borders, some connectivity
with other fields. These fields may be considered if
grassland birds are present.

Low (Red): Small (less than 10 acres), long and
narrow or irregular shape, patches of trees within,
most or all forested borders, no connectivity with
other fields.

How to Participate

1. Reach out to VGBI Co-coordinator October Greenfield by email at ogreenfield@pecva.org

or by phone at (540) 347-2334 x7051. A team member will then schedule a site visit.
2. Visit vagrasslandbirds.org/incentives for more resources.

; Piedmont g P ‘l 1'*:‘ '{-— .
Smithsonian "™ Environmental —
Conservation Biology tnstitete *__J% | Council American Farmland Trust |

Virginia Grassland Bird Initiative + vagrasslandbirds.org



Practical Winter Cover Crop Mixtures

for the Shenandoah Valley

d Crop production continues to be an expensive proposition due to high fertilizer, chemical,

seed, and other input costs. Planting a mixture of winter cover crop species has proven to

be an economical way to lower input costs and improve crop yields. Winter cover crop

mixtures can help take up and hold surplus nutrients, fix nitrogen from the atmosphere,

M relieve soil compaction issues, stimulate a wide array of soil microarganisms, provide weed

control, and also deliver many other short and long term benefits. At the same time, winter

cover crop mixtures can also provide high quality livestock forage for grazing, silage, or hay,

Below are 16 proven winter cover crop mixtures for the Shenandeah Valley and the recommended seeding rates and dates.
The seeding rates below may be reduced, as needed, to cut costs if the purpose of the cover crop is strictly for winter cover.
Average local seed costs for 2026 are included for reference.

s
Seeding Cover Crop Seeding Rates Seed Cost -
| Date Mixture per Acre per Acre RS ts aM e
I Spring Oats 1.5 Bushels {48 Ibs.} $27-$31 Mid Fall Grazing or Winter Cover :
wn Forage Radishes 3-5 Ibs. Frost/Freezing will kill in Late Fall
o Triticale 1.25 Bushels {70 lbs.) Late Fall/Spring Grazi S —
el
£ Annual Ryegrass 20 lbs. $56 ate a‘ prmgl razu'!g or .m e . over
© Freezing will kill Turnips during Winter
= § Turnips 3 lbs.
3 a Barley 1.5 Bushels (72 Ibs.) Spring Grazing, Silage, or Winter Cover
; Crimson Clover 12-15 Ibs. $49-557 Provides Good Nitrogen Fixation
g" Forage Radishes 3-5 |bs. Freezing will kill Radishes in Late Fall
< Forage Rye 1.5 Bushels (84 lbs.) $34-$38 Spring Grazing, Silage, or Winter Cover
Forage Radishes 3-5 Ibs. Freezing will kill Radishes in Late Fall
Barley 1.5 Bushels (72 |bs.) Spring Grazing, Silage, or Winter Cover
i $44-548 : . o
Crimson Clover 12-15 |bs. Provides Good Nitrogen Fixation
Forage Rye 1.5 Bushels {84 Ibs.) Spring Grazing, Silage, or Winter Cover
v Crimson Clover 12-15 ibs. $55-$64 Provides Good Nitrogen Fixation
% Austrian Winter Peas 8-12 Ibs. Works well for Rolling
@ g Triticale 1.25 Bushels (70 lbs.} $58 Late Fall/Spring Grazing, Hay, Silage, or
S A Annual Ryegrass 30 Ibs. Winter Cover
3 by Forage Wheat 1.5 Bushels (90 Ibs.) $55-61 Spring Grazing, Silage, or Winter Cover
2 'E Austrian Winter Peas 18-24 Ibs. Provides Good Nitrogen Fixation
w g .
5 Triticale 1.5 Bushels (84 Ibs.) Spring Grazing or Winter Cover
vy | Austrian Winter Peas 15-18 Ibs. $56-560 Provides Good Nitrogen Fixation
Forage Rape 3-4 |bs. Works Good for Rolling
Forage Wheat 1.5 Bushels (90 Ibs.) $41-$42 Late Fall/Spring Grazing or Winter Cover
Forage Rape 3-4 |bs.
1|Page Updated August 17, 2026



i ver Cro i ost .
i T Tt R Uses / Notes on Mixture
| Barley 1.5 Busheils {72 Ibs.) $63-$70 Silage or Winter Cover
wn Hairy Vetch 15-18 Ibs. Provides Great Nitrogen Fixation
g Triticale 1.5 Bushels (84 Ibs.) $55-$61 Spring Grazing, Silage, or Winter Cover
o g Austrian Winter Peas 18-24 |bs. Provides Good Nitrogen Fixation ;
E g Triticale 1.5 Bushels (84 Ibs.) $74-582 Silage or Winter Cover
T Hairy Vetch 15-18 |bs. Provides Great Nitrogen Fixation |
g Triticale 1.5 Bushels (84 Ibs.) Silage or Winter Cover !
o Hairy Vetch 12-15 Ibs. $75-582 Provides Great Nitrogen Fixation '
Austrian Winter Peas 8 Ibs. Works well for Rolling _!
@ Iy Forage Rye 1.5 Bushels (84 Ibs.) $47-$53 Spring Grazing, Silage, or Winter Cover "
8 & o/ Austrian Winter Peas 18-24 lbs. Provides Good Nitrogen Fixation
E E g Forage Rye 1.5 Bushels (84 |bs.) $66-$74 Silage or Winter Cover
®« 0o Hairy Vetch 15-18 Ibs. Provides Great Nitrogen Fixation

Important Things to Consider when Plantin ver Crop Mixtures:

For optimal nitrogen fixation by legumes, seed must either be inoculated with
the proper inoculant prior to planting or pre-inoculated seed must be used.

-When using a drill to plant, larger seeded species such as Austrian winter
peas, vetch, and tillage radishes can be mixed in with small grains in the
same seed box. Smaller seeded species such as turnips, forage rape, and
crimson clover should be put in a small seed box.

‘When nitrogen fixation is a primary objective, legume species should he
allowed to get to 20-30% bloom before the mixture is terminated or
harvested. No-till planting of the crop following the cover crop mixture is
encouraged for maximum nitrogen retention.

If hairy vetch is included in a mixture with small grain and silage is an
objective, harvest should occur when the small grain gets to the flag leaf
stage to prevent the vetch from getting too mature and pulling the mixture
down.

-For fields where small grains are grown for grain as a part of a crop rotation,
vetches and ryegrass should be excluded from mixtures to prevent
contamination of future small grain stands. Vetches typically have hard seed
that can germinate one to three years after seeding. Ryegrass can be overly
aggressive and may go to seed early. This seed may germinate in
subsequent vears.

“The cover crop mixtures, their respective seeding rates, and dates listed on
this handout do not necessarily align with the requirements of state and/or
federal cover crop assistance programs.

The 16 mixtures included in this bulletin are examples of the many possible winter cover crop mixtures suitable in the Shenandoah Valley.
For questions on specific winter cover crop mixtures suitable for your operation, you may contact any of the NRCS staff at the Harrisonburg
Field Office at 540-534-3105.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA} prohibits discrimination against its customers. If you believe you experienced discrimination when
obtaining services from USDA, participating in a USDA program, or participating in a pregram that receives financial assistance from USDA, you
may file a complaint with USDA. Information about how to file a discrimination complaint is available from the Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights. USDA prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and
where applicable, sex (including gender Identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation,
political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’'s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not

all prohibited bases apply to all programs.}
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